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ABSTRACT

Sturgeon are considercd one of the most valuable lishes of the world that
migrate (o the rivers leading to the Caspisn Sea, includin g the Sclirud River,
tospawn. Tn the post Lhis river was known as (he reservoir lor millioms al
sturgeon larvae, but at present duc (o Hlegal fishing in the river and the
canstruction of the Tarik Dam, Manjil Dam and the Sangar Dam in the
migratory raoute ol these fishes und so also the decrease in the water Mow ol
this river, it is Inssing its popularity.

In order to study the natural reproduction of sty recon in the river, an
attempt to lind larvae of different species of sturgeon was made from 19 May,

1996 1o 13 June 1996, Six sumpling stations were located [rom the bepning of
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the Sangar Dam as lar as the sca shore (about 40 Km) for this purpose.
Dilferent methuds of catch were emploved meluding beach seine nety
(mesh size 1, 4 and ™™,
Calo” a local fishing clfort (mesh size 4™ and conical nets (mesh size |

113
and 4™

). On the whole oul of 268 times that nets were casl, 1853200 Ky o)
the study area was survey and totally 14500 fishes belonging to the fallowing
species were caught.

Leza quratus, Chalealburnus chateoides, Varicorhinuy ca proeta, Cobifis v,
Esox fucius, Sthurus planis, Abramis barama, Carossiny auratus, Cyprinus canio,
Tinca tinca, Stizostedion luctoperea. Alosa casplu, Syngnathus nigrolineatys,
Barbus sp.. Anthemia bayerd, Pungiting platyaaster and Gobites s,

No larvae of sturgeons were nbserved during this study, Although 218
brood fishes were caught in the Sefirud River in 1996, due o lishing pressure,
illegal fishing, deteriorution of spawning grounds and restrictions in Lhe
migratory route resulting Irom the construction of dams, no signs of naturg|
reproduction were observed in the Sefirud River, Therefare it can he
concluded that even if natural reproduction did take place in the Sefidrud

River, the incidences were very low,
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