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Scientific Note

The first record of the family Trigonidiidae
(Orthoptera: Ensifera) from Iran.

M. MOFIDI NEYESTANAK

During the faunal studying of Iranian Orthoptera in 1997, the family
Trigonidiidae Brunner-Wattenwyl, 1873, was found and is reported for the first
time from Iran. The specimens were collected from south of Iran and identified
as Trigonidium cicindeloides Rambur, 1839, which previously recorded from
Brazil, southern Europe, Palestine, central Africa, China, India, Malaysia and
Saudi Arabia.

This family includes the small grylloid species, with the second joint of the
tarsi somewhat flattened and posterior tibiae non-serrulated, armed with 3 spines
on each side and 5 apical spurs.

A short morphology of the species:

Head black and wider than pronotum; the 5th joint of maxillary palpi, large
and triangular; pronotum black with long greyish hairs; tegmina bluish-black,
shining and strongly convex; wings abortive; epiphallus with the hind and fore
margins strongly emarginated; ovipositor compressed, curved, acute and finely

denticulated at apex.

1- Insects Taxonomy Research Dept., Plant Pests & Diseases Research
Institute, P.O.Box: 1454, Tehran 19395, Iran.
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