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Scientific Note

Report of Endoparasitoid wasp, Meteorus gyretor (Thunberg) (Hym.: Braconidae)

on Rice Armyworm, Mythimna unipuncta {Howarth) from Iran

H. Abbasipour '

During research conducted on population dynamics of rice armyworm in rice ficlds of
Nashtarood, Tonckabon and Ramsar in west of Mazandaran in 2000 — 2001, different larval
instars were collected and transferred to laboratory.

Parasiteid samples sent to Natural History Museum of Scotland, were identified as
Meteorus gyrator (Thunberg) by Dr Mark R\ Shaw. M. Gyrator is a solitary endoparasiteid
of macrolepidopterous larvae.

It occurs throughout the British Isles and northern Europe as well as, Japan and North
Africa. Hosts are primarily noctuids, Despite widespread oceurance of M. gyrafor, little has
been published on it’s biology.

Antenae in female are long, 30 10 33- segments, frons with a short, shallow depression in
front of fore ocellus. Ocelli large, mandibles long and strnng,. pronotum projecting a little in
front of the mesonotum, propedeum broad and flat, legs long and thin, hind coxa smooth,
tarsal claws witha bas&l lobe, pterostigma pale. Male same as female, except for smaller and

darker eves and 8 dark pterostigma with a pate border.

1- Plant protection Department, i:aculty of Agricultural Sciences, Shahed University, Ramsar,

Iran.
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