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Biological Characteristics of Platytelenomus hylas (Hym.: Scelionidae) an Egg Parasitoid
of Corn and Sugareane Stalk borer Sesamia nonagrioides (Lep.: Noctuidae} in

Khuzestan provinee

H. Abbasipour’

Abstract

Egg parasitoid wasp, Plafeytelenomus hylas Nixon is a natural control agent of Sesamia
species that is made great hope to biologica! control otrt_hese harmfuli pests. This parasitoid
was reported from many countries in Southern Africa, Middle East, Asia and Southern
Europe. The rate of parasitism by this parasitoid varies in different condition and up (o 94/2%
was reported. In this study morpholegical and "biological characteristics of this wasp in
laboratc;ry and field condition were studied.
On the basis of result between 2001 and 2002, this parasitoid was able to parasitize up to 90%
of Sesamia eggs in comn fields. Scx ratio in natural condition was {12:13) while in lab.
condition was (1.26%:13). Parasitoid wasp can complete its life cycle in 11-14 days and i
can produce several generations each year. The study on host acceptance range showed that

only Sesamia eggs were paratisized by this parasitoid.

Key words: Corn, Sugarcane, Platytelenomus hylas, Sesamia nonagrioides
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