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Short report

First report of occurrence of Schizotetranychus celarius (Banks) on Salix
matsudana Koid. from Iran: Dr. M. Arbabi, Eng. P. Baradarn, Dr. M. Abaei and Eng.
A. H. Phalavani, Iranian Research Institute of Plant Protection, P. O. Box 1454, Tehran

19395, Iran, marbabil8 @yahoo.com*.

Schizotetranychus celarius or Bamboo spider mite was collected for the first time from
Dracaena sanderiana Sander ex Mast. in samples received from Plant Protection
Organization and is reported as mite pest of ornamental plants in Iran. This mite observed on
Salix matsudana in Tehran province during 2006 its spread seams to be due to lack of
quaratine rules' consideration by private sector. Feeding, different life stages and high
populations of this mite were observed under webs in depressions situated on leaf underside.
These depressions appeared as yellow or white spots on the opposite side. The damage was
most sever on leaves situated on lower parts of the trees. Raise in temperature together with
water stress led to mites' population increase and subsequently premature leaf sheding. This
caused an decrease in growth in the following year. The overwintering stage of the mite was
observed as mature orange or yellow females on infested tree trunks in late september. The
major taxonomic features of the females are as follow: the first pair of dorsocentral
hysterosomal setae (D;) of S. celarius is about 1/2 as long as 2" pair and equal in length to
the first pair of lateral setae (L), the striae are longitudinal on propodosoma and on the
anterior portion of the hysterosom, reaching to the D, setae (Pritchard and Baker, 1955, A
revision of the spider mite family Tetranychidae, Memories series, San Francisco, Pacific
Coast Entomological Society. California Academy of Sciences, Vol. 2, 240-270). The
aedeagus of S. celarius is stout distinctive in being broadly curved dorsald (Pritchard and
Baker 1955, A revision of the spider mite family Tetranychidae, Memories series, San
Francisco, Pacific Coast Entomological Society. California Academy of Sciences, Vol. 2,
240-270) whereas the aedeagus of Schizotetranychus schizopus Zacher which earlier reported
from unknown species of Salix host plant from Iran (Kamali er al., 2001, A catalog of mites
and ticks (Acari) of Iran. Islamic Azad University, Scientific Pub. Center) was reported
obliquely sigmoid with elongate knob at a 45 degree angle to axis of shaft with slight anterior

angulation's and an elongate tapering posterior projection (Baker and Tuttle, 1994, A guide to
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the spider mite of United States, Indira Publishing House, Michigan). One of the phenological
characters of S. schizopus is unusual copious webbing from adjacent the base of the trees to
the top of the pollarded trunk (Duncan and Lindquist, 1989, An unusually copious production
of webbing by a willow inhabiting spider mite, Schizotetranychus schizophus (Zacher). Can.
Entomologist, 121: 1037-1039) while such webbing phenomena was neither observed on

Salix matsudana by S. celarius nor reported in litterature.
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