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Melilotus officinalis (L.) Pall ., Reise prov. Russ. Reiches 3: 537 (1776)

Syn. : Trifolium officinalis L.
Melilotus pallidus Besser ex Ser.
M. bungeanus Boiss.
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Ribbed common melilot, Yellow melilot, Yellow sweet clover, Common melilot,
Field melilot.
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Fig. 1. Melilotus officinalis -\ 5%
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Melilotus albus Medicus, Vorles. Churpf. Phys. Ges. 2: 382(1787); Boiss. F1. 2:
109 (1872;“alba”).
Syn. M. koischyi Schulz
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White melilot, Hubam, White sweet clover, Bokhara (Bukhara) clover, Hubam
clover, Sweet clover.
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Fig. 3. Melilotus albus -Y JS&

55



CF St e ket sblia

TIIICORRE WS 1 CB A f0s 0 o f i R R L e Ko PO N o
IRAN 27347(35091- E)

dS o S i b IRAN 27342 (40007 E 539989 -E) : iol «pibei oyl ,05k
IRAN 27340:40 5 ~ e e Y+ =AY« ((ob] p,3) NS

iy i Ve = VY oSS ailaie vl 0 gz (5 ymeshS Ve il
IRAN 27345 1093 pils

ey e W a0 £ 5wl S A0 (ol e Bk o spliws S
i Sl (5 askS Fr zaiiiw By b 4 Lo IRAN 27344 (40006-E)
Sl 03 3ls—s IRAN 27341 (40010 - E) 4o o Voo v riiiw
IRAN 27339(13329 - E) :5,Lgdj0 - gl ol e YA+ = Yoo

IRAN 2734640011 - E ) : S5 5~ ptil ol (Do (395 453,5 09,0l0 15liamw

IRAN 27343 (39979~ E) : S5, — s> —(S5m90 550 YEB* (208 10548

44 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 62 64

0 100 200 300 400 500

Fig. 4. Distribution of Melilotus albus - ¥ S

¥



Melilotus indicus (L.) All., F1. Pedem. 1: 308 (1785; “ indica”)

Syn.: Trifolium M. indicum L.
Melilotus parviflorus Desf.
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Small melilot, Sour clover, Indian sweet clover, Indian melilot, Annual yellow sweet

clover, Hexham scent, Melilot, Stink clover, Sweet clover, Yellow sweet clover,
white sweet clover, King Island melitot, Sweet melilot.
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Fig. 5. Melilotus indicus - & |5
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Fig. 7. Melilotus sulcatus - Y J5%
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The genus Melilotus contains altogether some 20 species (WIERSEMA er al.
1990) in the world which mostly distributed in Europe, Central and SW. Asia and N.
Africa (HUCHINSON 1964).

BOISSIER (1872) listed 13 species of Melilotus in which 6 of them are found
in the Iranian flora. PARSA (1948) following Boissier’s work referring some new
collections made by other workers, listed the same species number of this genus for
Iran. RECHINGER (1984) reported 8 species of Melilotus to the Iranian plateau by
referring to the presence of 5 of them to Iran itself.

In the present work based on morphological characters on more than 200
specimens of Melilotus from the different parts of Iran, 4 species are distinguished,
namely, M. officinalis, M. albus, M. indicus and M. sulcatus. The last one (M.
sulcatus) which verified by CHAMBERLAIN (from Edinburgh) is considered as a
new record to the flora of Iran.

Key to the species, descriptions, distributions, figures and maps are given for
cach species. For the species M. dentatus, M. polonicus, M. neapolitanus and M.
messanensis which only recorded in the flora references and has not yet been
collected by the staff of the “IRAN” Herbarium, only short characteristics are given.

Key words: Melilotus, Taxonomy, Iran
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