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Biography

The Iranian scientist and botanist

Esfandiar Esfandiari was born on March

3, 1909 at Kerman (Iran) into a dis-

tinguished family. After secondary

school, he went to the keredj College of
Agticulture. Following his graduation

from college, he continued his studies in

France and Austria, receiving his

doctorate in agticulture in "Hochschule

fiir Bodenkultur, Wien" in 1938.

Once he had completed his education

in Europe, Dr. Esfandiari retumed to

Iran and , as professor of botany and

plant pathology, began to teach in the

Faculty of Agriculture in Keredj from

1939 to 1946. From 1946 to 1950 he

was director of research, and from 1955

to 1959 director of plant pest control in

the Ministry of Agriculture. From 1959

to 1964 he was dePutY minister of

agriculture, and from 1966 until his

retirement in 1976 director of the Plant

Pests and Diseases Research Institute at

Evin, Tehran.

With retirement, Dr. Esfandiari had

more free time to devote to botanical

research. He carried out his work in the

herbaria of the "Plant Pests and Diseases

Research Institute" at Evin, at the

"Botanical Garden of Tehran" and at the

"Central Herbarium of Tehran Univer-

sity ".
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Dr. Esfandiari has provided very signifi
cant assistance to Iranian and foreign

scientists and researchers. He accom-

panied hofessor K.H. Rechinger from

wien on a trip, within Iran, in 1948. A
year after Prof . Rechinger's trip, an

Austrian scientific team came to Iran.

Dr. Esfandiari generously helped them to

accomplish their expedition successfully.

Dr. Esfandiari is the first lranian scien-

tist who has published his studies in

mycology. With the collaboration of the

famous Austrian mycologist F. Petrak,

he has published his mycological studies

on Iranian fungi, in "Annales Mycologici,

in 1941.

Dr. Esfandiari has published, altoge-

ther, between 1941 and 1964,13 papers

on the fungi of Iran amounting to some

200 pages. (see list of publications).

Dr. F. Petrak has named the genus

EsfarLdiaria (a fungus) in honour of Dr.

Esfandiari (1955). As the genus Esfan'

diaria Peft. is a later homonYm of a

flowering plant genus Esfandiaria Charif

et Aellen (1952), Dr. D. Ershad has

proposed the new name Esfandiaromyces

for it (1985).

Under the auspices of Dr. Esfandiari,

extensive investigations have been organi'

zed into the Fauna of Iran. Many species

of insects and a genus of Acrididae

(I:sfandiaria Pop.) are named after him.
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Dr. Esfandiari made a considerable

contribution to the work of founding and

organizing the "Herbarium Ministeri Irani-
ciAgriculturae" (EVIN). He has published

8 papers on the flowering plants of Iran,
amounting to about 500 pages (see list
of publications). Many species of flower-
ing plants have been named after Dr.
Esfandiari. Additionally, a genus of

chenopodiaceae (Esfandiaria) from the

central desert of Iran has been named in

his honour. Later on. Bokhari and

Wendelbo (1978) decided that this genus

was a new section of the genus Anabasis.

Dr. Esfandiari has been decorated by

the following Institutes:

1. Commandeur du merite agricole

(France) 1958.

2. Das Grosse Silberne Ehrenzeichen am

Bana (Austria) 1962.

3. Commandeur de la Legion d'honneur
(France) 1963.

4. Das Grosse Verdienstkreuz mit Stern

(Germany) 1970.

The complete publications list of Dr. Il.
Esfandiari

1. (With F. Petrak). 7941. Beitrage zur

Kenntnis der Iranischen Pilzflora. - Ann.

Mycol., 39:204-228.
2. t946. Contribution a' I'etude de la

mycoflore de l' Iran. - Depart. Gen.
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Protect. Plant. Teheran. 34 pp. (in Farsi).

3. 1946. Fusarium juruannum P. Henn.

Sur la coehnille rouge (Chrysomphalus

dictyosperml Morg) au nord de I'Iran. -
Entomologie Phytopath. appl., 7 : 25-27
(in Farsi with French summary).

4. 1946. Deuxieme liste des fungi
ramasses en Iran. Entomologie
phytopath. appl, 2: 1 0-16.

5.L947. Les phanerogames parasites

en Iran. Entomology Phytopath.
appl. 3: 28-39 (in Farsi with French
summary).

6.1947. Les rouilles de cereales en

Iran. - Entomology Phytopath. appl. 4:

67-76 (in Farsi with French summary).

7. L947. Beitrige zur Iranischen Pilz-

flora. - Sydowia. 1: 161-167.
8.1947. Les maladies des plantes cul-

tivees et des arbres fruitiers des regions

subtropicales du nord d l'Iran. - Entomo-
logie Phytopath. appl. 5zl-21. (in Farsi

with French summary).

9. 1948. Les charbons des cereales en

Iran. - Entomolomgy Phytopath. appl.
6-7:48-68 (in Farsi with French sum-

mary).

10. 1948. Troisieme liste des fungi
ramasses en Iran. - Entomologie Phyto-
path. app. 8:1-72.

11. (With F. Petrak). 19b0. Pilze aus

Iran. - Sydowia, 4 :11-38
L2. 1951. Neue Iranische Pilze. -
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Sydowia, 5: 366-370.
13. 1951. Quatrieme liste de fungi

de I'Iran. Entomology Phytopath.

appl. 12-13: L-26.
14. L964. A brief acount on the his-

tory of mycology and plant pathology

in Iran. - Iran. Joum. Plant Path. 1(6):2

(in Farsi).

15. 1967. Une premiere liste des plan-

tes de I'Herbier du Ministire de I'Agricul-

ture de I'Iran. - Department of Botany,

in Plant Pests and Diseases Research

Institute, Tehran, no. 1: 377 pp. (with

Farsi summary).

16. 1976. Liste des plantes de I'Herbier

d'Evine (Herbarium Ministerii Iranici

Agriculturae) Cruciferae. - Deparbment

of Botany in Plant Pests and Diseases

Research Institute, Tehran, no. 9: 99 p.

(with Farsi zummary).

17. (With H. Riedl), L976. Zwei neue

Arten von Boraginacea aus dem Herbar-

ium Ministerii Iranici Agriculturae

(EVIN). - Department of Botany, in

Plant Pests and Diseases Research

Institute, No. 8: 3 pp. (with Farsi sum-

mary)

L8.7977 . Liste des plantes de I'Herbier

d'Evine (Herbarium Ministerii Iranici

Agriculturae) Boraginaceae. - Depart-

ment of Botany, in Plant Pests and

Diseases Research Institute no. 11: 62

pp. (with Farsi summarY).
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19. 1980. Campanulaceae from Iran
A new species and a transfer. - Notes

R.B.c. Edinb. 38(3): 447-448.
20. (With G. Wagenitz), L983, Zwei

neue Arten der Gattung Centaurea

(Compositae) aus dem Iran. - Willdeno-
wia. 13: 737-140.

21. 1985 Dracoephalum oligadeni-
um (Labiatae), a distinct species. - Iran.
Joum. Bot. 3(1): 75-76.
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