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Verpa conica, new to Iran
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Non-agaric macrofungi of Hamedan province (Iran), belonging to the genus Verpa Sw. (family Morchellaceae),
were collected and identified based on morphological features (Dennis 1981 and Haffner 1991). The morphological

characteristics are as follow:
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Pileus convex, often bell-shaped, 1.5-4 cm in
diameter, upper surface olive brown to dark brown,
usually smooth while a little shrunk and porous in
maturity, lower surface white, margin becomes curved
outward a little. Stipe cylindrical, 2.5-11 c¢cm long and
0.5-1.5 cm thick, hollow, dightly narrowed above,
whitish to cream, smooth to granular exterior. Flesh thin,
brittle, white. Asci cylindrical, stem-like at base,
8-spored. 250-350 x 15-23 um. Ascospores ellipsoid,
smooth, hyaline, 17-26 x 11-15 um, Paraphyses thread-

like, branched, septate, swollen at the tips, 9-12 yum in
diameter (Fig. 1).

Based on the above characteristics, the fungus
was determined as V. conica (O.F. MUll.) Sw. which isa
new report from Iran. The small shrinkage of pileus,
eight ascospores per asci and medium size of ascospores
are representative of this species.

Material examined: Iran, Hamedan province, lands around
Faculty of Agriculture, on soil, 17.4.2013, Neshati (IRAN
16433 F).
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Fig. 1. Verpa conica: A. Ascocarp, B. Ascus, C. Ascospores, D & E. Asci, ascospores and paraphyses.
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(In German with English summary).



