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First report of the damage of Spodoptera exigua (Hiibner) on Vitis vinifera L. in Iran
Ali Safari', Mahdi Jalaeian " Saeideh Shahreyari nejad™, Abbas Atashi Khalilabad® & Reza Abedini®

Abstract

Following reports from some farmers that a type of larva was feeding heavily on grape leaves and clusters,
visits were made to grape orchards located in the north of Khalilabad County in the summer of 2025. The symptoms
of damage to the larvae of the younger stages of this pest were severe netting of the leaves, and at older stages they
fed entirely on the leaves and axis of the grape cluster. The damaged clusters eventually dried up and fell off. The
larvae of this pest were polyphagous and, in addition to grapes, they fed on the green parts of most weeds in the
garden, such as Setaria sp., Malva neglecta, Amaranthus blitoides, Convolvulus arvensis, Cynodon dactylon, and
Chenopodium album. In order to accurately identify this pest, a large number of larvae were collected from
different hosts and transported to the laboratory and kept in plastic containers with a mesh lid. Fresh and young
grape leaves were used to raise them. After a few days, the larvae turned into pupae, and then adult insects gradually
appeared. After dissection and morphological examination, this pest was identified Spodoptera exigua (Hiibner)
(Lep.: Noctuidae). This is the first report of damage caused by this pest on grapevines in Iran.

Keywords: Damage, grape clusters, Khorasan Razavi, Spodoptera exigua, Khalilabad
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