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Qaleh Sard Dezpart: A Promising Treasure Trove for
Biodiversity Conservation in Khuzestan Province, Iran

M. Dinarvandl*, S. B. Andarzianz, S. Alimahmodi Sarab3

Abstract

Qaleh Sard is located in Izeh city, within the Dehdez (Dezpart) district in Khuzestan Province. It is bordered
by Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province to the north and northeast, Masjed Soleyman to the northwest,
and Saydun and Baghmalek to the south and southwest. In contrast to the main plains of Khuzestan, this
region possesses a completely different geomorphological structure and consists of two distinct landscapes:
elevated plains and rugged mountainous terrain of the Zagros range. Due to the topographic characteristics of
the area, including altitudinal variation, valleys, and slope aspects, together with hydrological conditions such
as streams in valley bottoms and springs, as well as precipitation diversity (snowfall on mountain peaks and
rainfall in lower elevations), soil properties, and rocky outcrops, the natural vegetation exhibits remarkable
diversity and distinct stratified layers. The region serves as a natural habitat for several bulbous plant
species, including Fritillaria imperialis L., various species of Colchicum wendelboi K. Persson, Colchicum

tulip species (Tulipa humilis Herb., T. clusiana DC., and T. systola Stapf.). Exceptional populatibns with high
densities of these plants have been observed in the area, making it a strong candidate for designation as a
protected area. Such diversity and density of these species have not been reported elsewhere in Khuzestan
Province.

Keywords: Vegetation cover, elevated plain, Zagros Mountains, Persian oak, endemic species
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