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This experiment was conducted in order to evaluate the effects of osmo-priming on the
characteristics of germination, seedling and some physiological characteristics of two
cultivars of rapeseed (Brassica napus L.) under saline conditions. The seeds of two spring
rape varieties (Hayola 401 and Ocapi) were pretreated with 29.5 mM potassium nitrate
(KNO3) for 12 hours at 30 degrees Celsius. In the first experiment after priming, 25 primed
and unprimed seeds were placed in petri dishes with 4 levels of salinity (0, 50, 100 and
150 mM of NaCl) factorially in a completely randomized design. Four replicates were
included. The results showed that the germination percentage of primed seeds was more
than non-primed seeds. It seems that tolerance to salinity in primed seeds is due to the
higher ability of these seedlings in osmotic regulation. In pot culture, the pots were kept
for three weeks in the greenhouse with a temperature of 26/16 degrees Celsius (day/night).
The pots were watered every day with saline solutions (0, 50, 100 and 150 mM of NaCl).
This experiment was also carried out based on a completely random design with 4
replications. The results showed that salt stress reduced the dry weight of seedlings of both
cultivars, but the dry weight of seedlings obtained from primed seeds was more than that
of non-primed seeds. The multi-way interaction results also showed that the primed seeds
had higher antioxidant enzyme activity and higher content of soluble sugars and proline,
at the same time, cell membrane damage was lower in them due to the lower concentration
of malondialdehyde compared to non-primed seeds. Under the salinity stress of 150 mM,
the highest dry weight, antioxidant activity, accumulation of soluble sugars and lower
concentration of malondialdehyde were observed in Hyola 401 variety. This research
showed that priming with KNO3 improves canola seed germination under stress
conditions.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Seed priming is a method by which seeds are
physiologically and biochemically prepared for
germination before being placed in their substrate and
facing the ecological conditions of the environment. This
can improve many biological and physiological
manifestations in the primed seed and the resulting plant,
especially in unfavorable environmental conditions, so
that these things can be seen in the speed, percentage and
uniformity of germination or seedling emergence.
Globally, soil salinity is one of the most important
ecological issues of rainfed agriculture and has become a
major obstacle to crop yield. Rapeseed seeds are usually
planted in unsuitable soil in terms of humidity (due to
lack of rainfall at the time of planting), and drought and
salt stress, which are factors that reduce water
availability, inhibit and delay germination. This stress
has an adverse effect on the growth and development of
rapeseed and leads to a decrease in yield and economic
efficiency. The purpose of this research is to investigate
the effects of osmo-priming on the dynamics of
germination and seedling growth of two canola cultivars
(Hayola 401 and Okapi) under salt stress and to evaluate
the physiological effects of priming on the activity of
antioxidant enzymes.

Materials and Methods

This research was carried out in the laboratory of the
Seed Science and Technology Department of Islamic
Azad University, Shushtar branch, with the aim of
investigating the effect of potassium nitrate pretreatment
on the germination characteristics and some antioxidant
enzymes of two rapeseed varieties in 2020-2021. The
seeds of two canola cultivars (Hayola 401 and Okapi)
were obtained from the International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture (1ITA), Safiabad Dezful Research Station. In
the first experiment after priming, 25 primed and
unprimed seeds were placed in petri dishes with 4 levels
of salinity (0, 50, 100 and 150 mM of NaCl) factorially
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in a completely randomized design. In pot culture, the
pots were kept for three weeks in the greenhouse with a
temperature of 26/16 degrees Celsius (day/night). The
pots were watered every day with saline solutions (0, 50,
100 and 150 mM of NaCl). This experiment was also
carried out based on a completely random design with 4
replications.

Results and Discussion

The results showed that the germination percentage of
primed seeds was more than non-primed seeds. It seems
that tolerance to salinity in primed seeds is due to the
higher ability of these seedlings in osmotic regulation. In
pot culture, the results showed that salt stress reduced the
dry weight of seedlings of both cultivars, but the dry
weight of seedlings obtained from primed seeds was
more than that of non-primed seeds. The multi-way
interaction results also showed that the primed seeds had
higher antioxidant enzyme activity and higher content of
soluble sugars and proline, at the same time, cell
membrane damage was lower in them due to the lower
concentration of malondialdehyde compared to non-
primed seeds. Under the salinity stress of 150 mM, the
highest dry weight, antioxidant activity, accumulation of
soluble sugars and lower concentration  of
malondialdehyde were observed in Hyola 401 variety.

Conclusion

Improvement in seedling growth, development and
establishment is correlated with water absorption
efficiency of seedlings obtained from primed seeds. In
this research, the seeds pretreated with KNO3 produced
higher germination percentage, shorter average
germination time and stronger seedlings, while the
number of established seedlings per unit area was also
higher. Therefore, pretreatment with potassium nitrate
may be an efficient method to overcome germination
problems and improve seedling growth in the field,
especially in saline conditions.
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S.0.V. D.F. FGP GR MGT Seedling dry weight
"3_) 1 220.11" 182 6.9 7.16 "
Cultivar
W
= 1 17.04 ™ 0.142 7.41m 7.94 1
Priming
Sast 3 1.85 15.97 0.034" 0.251"
Salinity (dS/m)
CxP 1 4,55m 20.89 " 0.056 " 0.054 s
CxS 3 3.36 ™ 28.9m 0.049 s 0.024 s
PxS 3 3.9m 16.46 " 0.021 " 0.025 ™
CxPxS 3 392.7" 12.94 ns 10.7¢ 0.13"
o
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(Aepy3) Sl s o
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** indicate significant at 1% probability level.

1055 & o 53l gaan

MGT, GR and FGT abbreviated of Mean Germination Time, Germination Rate and Final Germination Percentage, respectively
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OGY e ) (5555 el (t,?‘_;_.dwgf&so;; GaslV) 8l Ok Jow 20 Gasl o) S8l Co sl 0l Ao s
Salinity level (mM NaCl)  Seedling dry weight (mg) MGT (1/day) GR (seed/day) FGP (%)
0 754a 0.6la 125a 100 a
50 60.21 Db 0.48 Db 8.33Db 92.12Db
100 4532 ¢ 0.39¢ 6.68 ¢ 86.64 c
150 32.11d 0.25d 4.73d 31.3d

Al e olg S8l Loys s 58l s ¢ 334l Ol Jaus 2o Cadies 5 5 4 FGP 5, GR (MGT
MGT, GR and MGT abbreviated of mean germination time, growth rate and final germination percentage, respectively.

o Calien o 3 1517 (35 53 6L 035 5 G360 Dlio  SalejT slajles 2 s SOl Al ¥ 5t
Table 3- Mean comparison of the interaction of experimental treatments on germinating traits and seedling dry weight
of two cultivars of rapeseed in different levels of salinity
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3Ex df e g 32 332 S5 e
= w0\ RV : = ’ N B D
A 3= by 2eS v res 5°6 k70 b9 b9
o 3 = 3 = 3, = 3 = & 3
2 2 ) ) Y Y
wn wn
0 NP 0.32a 0.35a 26e 26e 96.1a 97.2a
P 0.33a 0.37a 2.1de 2.9de 97.3a 97.1a
- NP 0.26b 0.27 ab 3.2d 27e 95.1a 97.1a
P 0.29 ab 0.26 ab 3.3d 2e 93.6a 953a
100 NP 0.17d 0.20c 7.2b 6.2b 80.1c 835¢c
P 0.24b 0.23b 53¢ 41c 89.3b 91.2ab
150 NP 0.11f 0.16d 89a 8.3ab 52.1e 68.3d
P 0.14e 0.19¢c 6.9b 48¢c 75.5d 84c

.C_..w\.,\.o).sc;;cla.wﬁ)l;s‘.u;}M\rdsem.somojz_ﬂ}a)sdf);hg}f

The same letters in each column indicate an insignificant difference at the P=0.05 level.
NP and P, abbreviated of non-priming and priming, respectively
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Table 4- Analysis of variance of experimental treatments on studied traits in rapeseed

@ £
— n IS >
< T > . N
> . N R c
38 ER-= 25 T2 s
|55 ke 5T 4 3 b o Jz S 2 > g
O s sl 3 v = = B =
o = d5 73 R tE 0 38 i3
SOV D.F - 335 y 8 Sl & B! =
b3 =g 28 ? g
b e = B
O 3}
o
"3_) 1 76.89 ™ 37.8m 0.034 ™ 0.251 ™ 0.047 ™ 0.016 ™
Cultivar
Sl ey
oo 1 12,71 159" 0.059 ™ 0.187 M 0.054 " 0.024 s
Priming
S5 3 21.67 39.7 0.047 0.34~ 0.061"m 0.042
Salinity (dS/m)
CxP 1 21.67 " 9.7ms 0.87 ™ 0.43 ™ 0.096 " 0.80™
CxS 3 1114 8.88 0.196™ 0.806™ 0.021 0.042
PxS 3 11.96" 5.602" 0.202" 0.712" 0.037 0.019
CxPxS 3 11.42 9.8" 0.62" 171 0.214" 1.23
s
48 0.53 9.5 0.07 0.62 0.38 1.3
Error
( 3) O kS
e ah 9.11 114 12.6 10.3 8.9 10.7
%CV

Mj.s;‘{;_;@ch“);)bgwgﬁ;jq R

*and ** indicate significant at 5 and 1% probability level, respectively. MDA abbreviated of Malonodialdehyde
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Table 5- Mean comparison of salinity on some physiological traits and dry weight of rapeseed

o5 pedam &S 035 SV 0 5T el ST 05T e asulTies ol clale IS s sl
(Y se o) (¢ 5) enalS Catalase activity Peroxidase activity (636 055 p8 2 dms Se) Totgl Soluble
- . enzyme enzyme . ugars
S;::&'%;g?' S\?vi?gr?? (g;y (mgHzOz/é.pro/mim (mgHzOz/é.pro/mim MDaﬁ]oor:;:g'r;\tArgtlon (mg/%.dw)
0 137a 407c 8.8d 0.0016 ¢ 2.38d
50 1.32a 6.17b 13.33¢ 0.0018 ¢ 36¢
100 1.18b 6.95b 16.1b 0.0148 b 5.28a
150 094c 7.6a 19.1a 0.0188 a 575a
LSD (P=0.05) 0.11 0.55 2.3 0.0012 0.95
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Table 6- Mean comparison of the interaction of experimental treatments on some physiological traits and seedling dry
weight of two cultivars of rapeseed
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50 NP 131la 125a 0.57e 0.69d 0.0017 d 0.0019d
P 132a 1.3b 0.59e 0.61 ed 0.0018 d 0.0016 d
100 NP 1.1d 1.13d 0.98d 152b 0.020 a 0.017 b
P 1.21cd 1.27¢c 128¢c 1.98b 0.012c 0.010c
150 NP 0.76 f 0.80 ef 1.52b 2.47ab 0.026 a 0.018b
P 1.08¢e 1.14d 2.6la 2.83a 0.018b 0.013 ¢

.C_le):@cla..uﬁ)\:@noﬁ:&l(.uam:owQ}u,a):éfﬁmojf

The same letters in each column indicate an insignificant difference at the P=0.05 level.
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Figurel- Effect of salt stress on leaves soluble sugars of two primed and none-primed spring rapeseed
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Figure 2- Effect of salt stress on leaves catalase enzyme activity of two primed and none-primed spring rapeseed
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Figure 3- Effect of salt stress on leaves peroxidase enzyme activity of two primed and none-primed spring rapeseed
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Table 7- The simple correlation coefficient among studied traits in Rapeseed seed
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