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Abstract

The goal of this study was to assess the views of extension agents towards the required competencies in the
operational area of agricultural extension, by descriptive correlation method. The statistical population of the
study included 10,000 extension agents in charge of the country, who were selected based on the polarization of
the Ministry of Jihad Agriculture (5 poles), that one province was selected from each pole including the provinces
of West Azerbaijan, Tehran, Fars, Khuzestan and Kermanshah. In the selected provinces, statistical samples
were determined based on the distribution of extension agents in rural centers of each city and random sampling,
which was analyzed 448 completed questionnaires. In order to collect data, the questionnaire was used, which,
in the first part, assessed demographic characteristics such as gender, age and level of education, field of study
and experience in the field of agricultural extension, the second part of the characteristics Social and the third
part also the educational characteristics of the extension agents and the fourth part was the amount of information
of the respondents about the extensional competencies. 12 questions were used to assess occupational and
demographic characteristics and 45 items to assess occupational competencies. In order to determine the validity
of the research questionnaire, face validity was used by the panel of experts and diagnostic validity (Average
Variance Extracted) and in order to calculate the reliability of Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability (CR).
The results showed that the extension agents had a moderate to high level of knowledge in the field of familiarity
with the professional competencies, but had a relatively high knowledge in the field of agriculture, conducting
needs assessments, organizing farm days, prioritizing needs and guiding participants' observations. Also, the
extension agents were very unfamiliar with the areas of conflict management, nominal grouping, creating
social associations, conducting brainstorming, and fisheries, therefore these should be the first priority of their
empowerment. Factor analysis showed that the variables related to professional competencies were classified
based on specific value in 7 factors (planning, implementation, evaluation, technical specialization, general,
production specialization and social communication), which explain about 62.200 percent of the total variance.
The results of regression also showed that the variables of education level, contact rate with city experts, contact
with researchers and interest in the profession of extension agents significantly predict the competencies.

Index terms: Agricultural extension system, Extension agents in charge of the area, Professional competencies.
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