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Desertification condition in Northern Part of Khorasan
Province

GM. Garivanil

MSS satellite images (l:250000) using

and climatologic rnaps. Final map of
as set (l:500000). This maP reflects

development of different classes of desertification along with their respected

intensiiies and causes. Results revealed that about %o'7.7 of the area could be

classified as natural desert composed of sandy, saline and low quality lands'

Signs of desertificati about %5.5 of the territory. In

g"ie.al abotfi yo86. Km2) are being affected by

Iesertification with most and the least important

factors of desertification were vegetation destruction and wind erosion with

46 and 0.5 percent respectively. Other processes like water erosion (%34-4)

and soil salinization (%5.1)had their own effects on the subject. considering

desertification intensity , 46.7 petcent of total area is classified as high and

very high, %23.8 as medium andohl6 as low intensity'

Key words: Desertification, Sand dune, Khorasan, Iran, Natural desert
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